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Where do we go from here?
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Garden Clean Up

Remove old  
tomatoes and 
potatoes that may 
have late blight and 
destroy them.  Do not 
put into your 
compost unless you 
are experienced and 
sure your compost will 
hit 140 degrees   



For the birds 
 In your flower bed 

leave some of the 
seed heads for the 
birds.  Cone flowers, 
black eye susan and 
sunflowers are 
favorites of birds. 



Winter interest 
Leave some 

plants in your 
garden for winter 
interest.  Make a 
four season 
garden that looks 
great all year.  
Tans are a color 
too.



Winter Perennials 
The plants will 

collect snow.  The 
snow will help to 
insulate the crown 
of the plants and 
water the soil in 
the spring.



Watering Systems
 Drain and store hoses.  

Make sure they are not 
connected to your 
faucets   Winter freezing 
could cause damage to 
your home.

 Turn off and drain 
sprinkler systems



Clean garden structures 
Remove all stakes, 

cages and trellis.
Clean with a 10% 

bleach solution to 
guarantee you are 
not carrying over any 
problems



Take care of your tools 
 This is the time to clean, 

oil and sharpen your 
tools.

 You can use most kinds 
of oil will work ; motor oil, 
vegetable oil, and the oil 
of the day coconut oil.

 Sharpen every tool that 
has an edge. 

 Store in a bucket of oiled 
sand.  



Testing soil and amend soil

 Test soil for pH

 Add compost pr manure

 Plant a cover crop.  Winter rye should 
be planted four weeks before  first 
frost.  50% of the time the first frost 
occurs in Yankton by October 5; 90% 
of the time by October 24. 

 Rye is an excellent winter cover crop 
because it rapidly produces a ground 
cover that holds soil in place against 
the forces of wind and water. Rye’s 
deep roots help prevent compaction 
in annually tilled fields, and because 
its roots are quite extensive, rye also 
has a positive effect on soil tilth.



Collect and save leaves
 Save your fallen leaves.
 Pick up with a mulching 

lawn mower .  Only if you 
have not used a 
herbicide to the lawn. 

 Leaf mold is an excellent  
source of nutrients for 
your garden.   



Next class October 11 

All about worms 



2017 will be the Year 
of the Pollinator 


